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Today’s objectives

• Use relevant data to maintain 

continuity across the middle-to-

high-school transition

• Bring students into the data 

conversation so they take 

ownership of what comes next

• Interpret ACT/SAT predictions in 

MAP Growth reports

• Use the NWEA College Explorer 

to set personalized goals



My freshman, I can see their 6th, 7th, 8th 
grade MAP data to be able to see trends 
with the student… It really gives our 
teachers the ability to look back historically, 
to see “how have our students done in 
the past and how can we use that as a 
roadmap to push them forward?”

Dr. Amanda Rodgers, 

Principal at Midlothian High School, TX



One assessment across the K-12 journey



STUDENT OWNERSHIP

How do we bring students into the data conversation?



We’re definitely seeing in our MAP data; we’re 
seeing it in our growth charts; we’re starting to 
see some improvement in our state 
assessments. But overall, even students’ 
attitude towards education, knowing they 
are getting better—it really gives them that 
pride and self-worth that they are growing, 
and that gives them a lot of confidence to 
continue on with that work.”

Brett Doody

Principal at Emerson J. Dillon Middle School, NY



UNDERSTANDING THE RESEARCH

What is the College Readiness Benchmarks Study?



About the College Readiness Linking Study

Uses the test scores 

of students who took MAP 

Growth and the ACT or SAT 

to identify RIT scores that 

most accurately correspond 

with college-ready 

performances. 

https://connection.nwea.org/s/article/College-Readiness-Linking-Study?language=en_US


About the College Readiness Linking Study

"On Track"

• ACT: equal to or above 

22 in reading or math

• SAT: equal to or above 480 

in reading and writing and 

530 in math

https://connection.nwea.org/s/article/College-Readiness-Linking-Study?language=en_US


Projected Proficiency Summary for Admins



Projected Proficiency Summary for Admins



Reports for Teachers



State linking study “Advanced, Proficient, Basic”



ACT “On Track” or “Not On Track”



ACT “On Track” in Family Report example

In math, Shawn is likely to be:

• Proficient on State XYZ Assessment 

• On Track for ACT College Readiness 

• (if taken in Spring 2027)

NEW in 2026: Admins can batch print the  

Family Report in English or Spanish



What is the 
College Explorer?



College Explorer

By linking MAP Growth scores with 

national benchmarks for colleges and 

universities, the College Explorer tool 

gives students an early glimpse of 

possible pathways and chance to 

answer questions like: Am I on track for 

a college I’m interested in? What 

majors might fit my current academic 

profile? 

https://www.nwea.org/mapping-the-road-to-college/


Bringing students into that conversation 
and allowing them to set their own 
goals… brings about so much growth so 
that by the end of the year, they feel 
confident and prepared to move on to 
that next level of whatever their next step 
is academically.”

Bethany Dowd

English Teacher at Midlothian High School, TX



Any questions?

Thank you!
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