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NORTHWEST EVALUATION ASSOCIATION HOSTS ANNUAL SUMMER CONFERENCE IN PORTLAND, OREGON, JUNE 30 – JULY 2, 2009

Three-Day Conference Designed to Spark Ideas for Student Growth

May 28, 2009 – Portland, Ore. –  HYPERLINK "http://www.nwea.org" Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA), a not-for-profit organization dedicated to partnering to help all kids learn, is hosting its annual Summer Conference in Portland, Ore., June 30 – July 2, 2009. 

The Summer Conference will celebrate the accomplishments of NWEA’s partners and facilitate the sharing of ideas, experiences and best practices in using adaptive assessment to help all students learn. 

Speakers at the NWEA Summer Conference include:

Oregon’s U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley is the son of a millwright and the first in his family to attend college. Merkley's interest in public office is an extension of his passion for building a better America. He likes to keep grounded by asking the simple question: "What is best for our children, our workers, our families, and our planet?" Merkley won his first campaign for State Representative in 1998. He was elected Democratic Leader in 2003 and Speaker in 2007. Merkley is currently a member of the U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions. Senator Merkley is scheduled to appear at the NWEA Summer Conference on Tuesday, June 30*. 

*appearance subject to schedule

2008 National Teacher of the Year Michael Geisen has been helping students experience science at Crook County Middle School in Prineville, Oregon, for the past seven years. After a year as a full-time spokesperson for education, he still teaches adolescents in rural Oregon, but now also teaches educators, policy-makers and businesspeople around the world about high quality teaching and learning. His creative and humorous approach has been widely acclaimed for helping people of all ages understand and apply big concepts in education and science. Geisen will speak at the NWEA Summer Conference on Wednesday, July 1. 

Rafe Esquith is a teacher at Hobart Boulevard Elementary School, the second-largest elementary school in the United States, located in Los Angeles, Calif. His teaching honors include the 1992 Disney National Outstanding Teacher of the Year Award, a Sigma Beta Delta Fellowship from Johns Hopkins University, Oprah Winfrey’s $100,000 Use Your Life Award, Parents magazine’s As You Grow Award, National Medal of Arts, and Esquith was made an honorary Member of the Order of the British Empire by Queen Elizabeth. Esquith's fifth-grade students consistently score in the top 5% to 10% of the country in standardized tests, volunteer to come early, work through recess and stay as late as 6:00 p.m., and also come to class during vacations and holidays. Each year the Hobart Shakespeareans, as Esquith’s students are known, perform one of Shakespeare's plays. They have opened for the Royal Shakespeare Company, been hired by Sir Peter Hall to perform ‘A Midsummer Night's Dream’ at the Ahmanson Theatre in Los Angeles and appeared at the Globe Theater in London. Esquith and the Hobart Shakespeareans will be featured at the NWEA Summer Conference on Wednesday, July 1.

As President and CEO of Northwest Evaluation Association, Matt Chapman leads the national, not-for-profit organization in achieving its vision for kid-centric education based on comprehensive and accurate data. Chapman has combined business careers with a volunteer career focused on education. He co-founded a program for street youth that includes an award-winning alternative school; and served on the board of the Oregon Museum of Science and Industry (OMSI), focusing on its strategic plan and programs for distance learning in science. As a regent for the University of Portland, he also serves as a mentor for students in the entrepreneurship program. Chapman will speak at the NWEA Summer Conference on Wednesday, July 1. 

Rick Stiggins has been deeply involved in educational assessment issues for more than 25 years. He has led performance and classroom assessment programs, directed large-scale test development, and trained educators in thousands of schools to use assessment more effectively. Stiggins’ ability to focus on practical issues has helped him become a leading national proponent for quality classroom assessment as a key to school effectiveness and student achievement. His book, Student-Involved Assessment for Learning (2004), now in use in university programs across the country, emphasizes the role of quality assessment in maximizing student motivation and achievement. He is co-author of the books Assessment FOR Learning: An Action Guide for School Leaders (2005), and Classroom Assessment for Student Learning: Doing It Right –Using It Well (2004). Stiggins will speak at the NWEA Summer Conference on Thursday, July 2. 

NWEA Summer Conference Event Details

The NWEA Summer Conference will take place at the  HYPERLINK "http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/pdxor-portland-marriott-downtown-waterfront/" Marriott Downtown in Portland’s Waterfront area from June 30 – July 2, 2009.  

Registration price is $595 per attendee. Information on group discounts is available at  HYPERLINK "http://www.nwea.org/summerconference/2009/registration.asp" http://www.nwea.org/summerconference/2009/registration.asp.  

About Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA) 

Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA) is a national not-for-profit educational services organization that provides research-based educational growth measures, professional training, and consulting services to improve teaching and learning. Partnering with school districts, states, and other education organizations, NWEA delivers computerized assessment services to more than 3,400 education agencies and approximately 4 million students. Additionally, its Growth Research Database, the most extensive collection of student growth data in the country, provides a rich source for the study of academic achievement. Contact and other information is available at  HYPERLINK "http://www.nwea.org" www.nwea.org.

# # #
