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Gallup’s List of Top Education Findings in 2016 Includes Research from
NWEA’s Make Assessment Work for All Students Report
Majority of Students and Parents Don’t Oppose Testing that Helps Learning
Portland, Ore. – (December 22, 2016) – Gallup, a global research and analytic company, just released
Gallup’s Top Education Findings in 2016, and the list includes a key data point uncovered in Make
Assessment Work for All Students: Multiple Measures Matter, results of a national education survey
commissioned by the not-for-profit NWEA.
From the Gallup editors: “Testing That Benefits Students: Opposition to standardized testing has
sprung up across the country in recent years. A study by Gallup and the Northwest Evaluation
Association found some sharp differences in perceptions of testing among key groups. Three-quarters
of students in fifth through 12th grade and more than half of their parents (52%) say that students
spend "the right amount of time" or "too little time" taking assessments. By contrast, more than seven
in 10 teachers, principals and superintendents believe students spend "too much time" taking
assessments.”
The full Make Assessment Work for All Students report includes findings from a survey of more than
4,200 students, parents, teachers, principals and superintendents. Overall it reveals that educators,
parents, and students want a balanced approach to K-12 testing that utilizes a variety of academic
assessments designed to support and improve teaching and learning.
“Gallup researched and analyzed some very important data about school assessments in this report, which
should be helpful to those designing new multiple measure systems in line with ESSA,” said Matt
Chapman, CEO of NWEA. “NWEA believes that public opinion about K-12 education matters, so we’re
honored to have worked with Gallup to bring new clarity and insight into the conversations people are
having about the role of assessment in teaching and learning, and the recognition of the importance of
using assessments that inform instruction.”

About NWEA
NWEA is a global not-for-profit educational services organization with nearly 40 years of expertise
in providing innovative assessment solutions, including our flagship interim growth assessment,
Measures of Academic Progress (MAP); our progress monitoring and skills mastery tool, Skills
Navigator; and the OECD Test for Schools (based on PISA). More than 8,500 schools, school
districts, and education agencies in the US and abroad trust us to offer pre-K – 12 assessments that
accurately measure student growth and inform instruction; professional development that fosters
educators’ ability to accelerate student learning; and research that supports assessment validity and
data interpretation. Educators currently use NWEA assessments with over nine million students
worldwide. Visit NWEA.org to find out how NWEA can partner with you to help all kids learn.
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