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CA Department of Education Approves NWEA Assessment

Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) assessment selected for use in second grade math and
English language arts to support classroom instruction and inform educational decisions
Portland, OR – November 13, 2014 - Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA)
announced today its Measures of Academic Progress® (MAP®) assessment has been
chosen by the California Department of Education as a diagnostic tool for second grade in
English language arts and math.

“We’ve been using MAP since 1999 and it has been transformative for us,” said Eric Lehew,
Executive Director for Poway Unified School District, in San Diego, California. “MAP helps us
identify our students’ current academic level and growth over time. But the most exciting
part of MAP is that our students now follow their own growth to set goals for their own
learning. That really changes the relationship between student and assessment.”

Second graders in California are no longer required to participate in the state’s summative
assessment. To ensure that second grade teachers have access to high-quality information
about their students’ learning and growth, the California Department of Education today
named MAP among diagnostic assessments selected for their validity, reliability and
appropriateness for intended use, as well as alignment with the Common Core State
Standards in ELA or mathematics for second grade.

Approved assessments in English language arts and math were selected in part through an
online survey of teachers about diagnostic assessments and the features that teachers find
useful in supporting their instructional practice. California school districts can elect to
implement MAP in second grade classrooms beginning this month. Funding is available for
districts selecting approved assessments.

MAP is an interim assessment that provides immediate feedback to teachers about student
learning by pinpointing each student’s unique strengths and weaknesses to a goal-strand
level, independent of grade level. As a computer adaptive assessment, MAP dynamically
adjusts to each student’s level of learning and provides actionable data for teachers to make
instructional adjustments as students are ready to learn. For RTI implementations, it is an
approved universal screener, with strong ratings from RTI4Success.

“We are honored to be selected by the State of California, and excited that MAP is being
recognized by second grade teachers for its reliability and usefulness,” said Matt Chapman,
NWEA President and CEO. “Empowering teachers to understand the learning and growth of
young students is paramount to their progress in later grades – and at the heart of our
mission at NWEA.”

About Northwest Evaluation Association

Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA) is a global not-for-profit educational services
organization headquartered in Portland, Oregon. NWEA partners with educational
organizations worldwide to provide computer-based assessment suites, professional

development, and research services. Measures of Academic Progress (MAP®) adaptive
assessments from NWEA leverage more than 30 years of research into student growth that
informs decision-making at every level, from classrooms to boardrooms. The NWEA
research center, The Kingsbury Center, uses the Growth Research Database (GRD) to
drive original research with universities, foundations, and policymakers. Learn more at
NWEA.org.
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